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jurisdiction. Magistrates may not commit to Assizes a case triable
at Quarter Sessions, unless they are of opinion that the case is
unusually grave or difficult or that serious delay of inconvenience
would result from committal to Quarter Sessions. There is also
power to avoid delay by committal to the Assizes or Quarter Sessions
of an adjoining county. Until 1933 committal for trial by a magis-
trate was followed by the presentation of a bill of indictment to a
grand jury of not more than twenty-three nor less than twelve
"good and loyal men" of the county—in practice justices of the peace
and others of standing—selected by the Sheriff. The grand jury dated
from the presentment of accused persons initiated by the Assizes of
Clarendon (1166) and Northampton (1176)4 If the grand jury con-
sidered that there was a prinaa facie case to answer, they found a
true bill and an indictment was presented to the petty (or trial) jury.
Though regarded by some as a valuable constitutional safeguard, it
was considered as an unnecessary waste of time and money that the
careful investigation before magistrates should be followed by a
further and necessarily less thorough enquiry by a grand jury. Grand
juries were abolished in 1233i An indictment may now be presented
to a petty jury either (a) where the prisoner has been committed for
trial by a magistrate, or in the case of a murder or manslaughter by
a coroner's court,1 or (b) where a direction or consent of a judge
of the High Court has been obtained, or (c) by order of the judge
of any court in which the prisoner is suspected to have committed
perjury.
Court of	From both Assizes and Quarter Sessions an appeal lies against
Criminal conviction or sentence (but not against acquittal) to the Court of
pp * Criminal Appeal. This court, which consists of the Lord Chief
Justice and the judges of the Queen's Bench Division, is usually con-
stituted by three judges, the minimum number required by statute.
A single judgment of the court is delivered. Appeal lies to it as of
right on a question of law, and by leave of the court itself or of the
trial judge on a mixed question of law and fact or against sentence.
There is no power to order a new trial. From the Court of Criminal
Appeal an appeal lies, either by the Crown or by the accused, to the
House of Lords on a point of law certified by the Attorney-General
to be of exceptional public importance.
County	County Cpurts, the chief lower courts for the trial of civil disputes,
are presided over by a paid judge appointed by the Lord Chancellor.
England and Wales are divided into fifty-four circuits; the number of
judges is sixty-five, as a maximum. The judge usually sits alone, but
when fraud, is alleged, the defendant may apply for trial by a jury of
eight which may also be had for the trial of certain classes of action
remitted from the High Court, e.g. defamation. The qualification

